"09/15/2006 18:19 FAX 6177424214 



LAHIVE8C0CK FIELD 



21001/005 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



SFP 1 5 2006 



FAX TRANSMISSION 



DATE: September 15, 2006 



PTO IDENTIFIER: Application Num ber 10/623,01 1-UOPf. #4612 
Patent Number 

, n — y a «n g >ii KOJDvlA et gL 



MESSAGE TO: US Patent and Trademark Office 
PAX NUMBER: (57 1) 273-8300 



FROM: LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 

Anthony A. Laurentano 
PHONE: (617)227-7400 
Attorney DM. #: NGW-009 



PAGES (Including Cover Sheet) 
CONTENTS: 



Transmittal (1 page) 

Response to Restriction Requirement (with Traverse) (2 pages) 
Certificate of Transmission (1 page) 



H your receipt of this transmission is in error, please notify this firm immediately by 
collect call to sender at (617) 227-7400 and send the original transmission to us by return 
mail at the address below. 

This transmission Is intended for the sole use ef the individual and entity to whom it 
is addressed, and may contain Information that Is privileged, coiifldeiitial and 
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Yon are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or duplication ef this transmission by semeone other 
than the intended addressee or Its designated agent is strictly prohibited. 

LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 

26 State Street. Boston. Massachusetts 02109 
Telephone: (61 7) 227-7400 Facelmile: (S1 7) 742-421 4 



1 

PAGE 1/5* RCVD AT 9/1S2006 6:22:01 PM [Eastern DayDght Time] * SVR:USPT(«FXRF-«39 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:61 77424214 * DURATION (mm-ss):00H56 



09/15/2006 18:19 FAX 6177424214 



LAHIVE8C0CKFIEL0 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 1 5 2006 



@002/005 



PTO/SB/21 (07-06) 
Approve tor use through 09/30*008. 0^51-0031 
lift P^ant^d Turner* Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

.^ggn ^ 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to ea uaed ftv 9ft cwrv&pondence after Intttel BttoQ) 



Total Number of Paces In This Submission 



Piling Date 

First Named Inventor 



Art unit " 
"Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/623,01 1-Conf, #4612 



July 17, 2003 



Yasuehl KOJIMA 



1745 



C. K. Lea 



NGW-O09 



ENCLOSURES (Check all that appW 



[~| Fee Transmittal Form 

Fee Attached 
| | Amendment/Reply 
[ | After Final 
| | Affld3vtts/declaratron(a) 
[~ | Extension of Time Request 
f"~| Express Abandonment Request 
| [ information Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

□ RepV to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Reply to Missing Parts under 
37CFR1.fi2or1.53 



j~| Drawn8(ft) 

Q Licanslng-related Papers 

Q petition 

□ Pennon to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

□ Power of Attorney. Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

| [Terminal Dlsoteimer 
[~ | Request for Refund 
[ | CD. Number of CO(s) 



P"| Landscape Table on CD 



□ After Allowance Communication 
toTC 

□ Appeal Communication to Board of 
Appeals and Interferences 

□Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief. Reply Brier) 

| | Proprietary Information 
| | Status Letter 

H Other Enclosure^) {please 
Identify bslow): 

Response* to Restriction 
Requirement 

Certificate of Transmission 



T 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm Name 
Signature 



Printed name 
Date 




the date Shown belftW, 
Dated: September 15, 2008 



Signature: . 



idrntnUCornrrtsslorwr fprfatan ti, P.O. Box 1 



ithony a. Laurentano) 



PAGE 2/5 • RCVD AT 9/15/2006 6:22:01 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-©39 * DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:61 77424214 ' DURATION (mtn-ss):00<56 



09/15/2006 18:20 FAX 6177424214 



LAHIVE8C0CK FIELD 



— - " T~ . M . asso6l Mora with any piper retaroa to as bemfl attacftafl 
I hereby certify thet V* f^SLStSTiI^tnlil to the Patent end TrBdemirk 



Det»* September-IB. 2008 Signature^. 



RECEIVED ®oo3/oo5 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP t 5 2006 



Docket No.: NGW-009 
(PATENT) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Yasushi Kojima et al 

Application No.: 10/623,011 
Filed: July 17, 2003 

For. APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
PROTECTING FUEL CELL 



ConfiimationNo.: 4612 
Art Unit: 1745 
Examiner: C K. Lee 



nirQPnNSF TO WF STRTCT TON REQUIRE 



MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir 

This is in response to the restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action mailed 
August 17, 2006 (Paper No. 20060807). 

The Examiner has required restriction between the following inventions in the above- 
identified application: 

Group I encompassing claims 1-3 which'is drawn to a fuel cell (classified in Class 429 

Subclass 22); and y , . - - . 

Group H encompassing claims 4-6 drawn to a method of using a fuel cell (classified in 

Class 429, Subclass 13). 



Accordingly, Applicants hereby elect Group I, claims 1-3 for continued 
examination, with traverse. 

The Commissioner may require restriction if two or more independent and distinct 
inventions are claimed in a single application (37 CFR 1.142(a)). In the present case, although 
the claimed subject matter may be classified in different classes, the inventions are not 
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t n ^ Docket No.: NGW-009 

Application No-: 10/623,011 

independent. AppUcants respectfully assert that a single search of pertinent prior art would 
appear* suffice for all aspects of the invention. Specifically, the various Groups appear to be 
so interrelated that a single examination would not appear to place a serious burden on the 
Examiner. Therefore, Applicant urges the Examiner to reconsider and withdraw the restricts 
requirement, 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the restriction requirement be withdrawn, 
and that all of the claims presently pending in this application be examined. 

Dated: September 15, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 



Ay A. Lafirttatano 

Registration Npt 3 8,220 
LAHTVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742-4214 (Fax) 
Attorney/Agent For Applicants 
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